SA Open Meeting Notes – April 20, 2004
Otowi Side Rooms – 2:00-3:00
SA Officers Present:
Leah Sandoval (Treasurer) 

Liz Ramirez (Secretary)

Kim McCormick (Web Master)

Note: In purple is Carole feedback even thought she did not attend the meeting.
Agenda

Budget Update

Trinity Site

Giveaways

Breakfasts

Picnic Update

SN,SV

SA Elections

Candidates (Mat Brener and Kristina Lindquist)

Open Discussion
Budget Update

Leah informed the group that Bill Johnson from N-Division is going to provide SA money for another bus to take more students down to the Trinity Site. No commitments have been made yet and further updates will be provided later on.
Breakfasts

Leah who is in charge of setting up all the breakfasts notified the group that another breakfast will be added to the calendar of events. The sponsoring division will be N-Division. 

Picnic Update

Kim asked students attending meeting if they had any suggestions for the picnic. The following suggestions were given:

Should students be provided food first come first serve? SA is planning on giving out tickets again this year. Tickets will be distributed in the mail only on certain situations. Students will be given many opportunities throughout the summer (at all SA events) to pick up their tickets. 
Either do not provide mentor with food or make mentors pay at picnic in order to feed more students (Illegal to make mentors pay. Either you have to charge everyone or no one)
Could local universities/colleges participate to provide funds? (This is a LANL picnic)
Can divisions provide money to help feed more students? (All other divisions only receive $500 of moral funds so they would not likely have the money or resent being asked knowing SA gets the largest amount of money.) 
Can LANL Foundation or DOE donate money? (No)
Even though the picnic is deep into its planning stages SA felt that these suggestions would be great for the next officers to see.

Student News, Student Views

Liz informed students that a new format of SN,SV will be given out this summer. Instead of providing bi-weekly letters, this year it will be one massive letter that will still be mailed out to students bi-weekly and to the new student coming in at orientation.
SA Elections

The candidates running for Vice-Chair were present at the meeting and gave brief background information on them selves.

Kristina Lindquist

I am a GRA student working in the Office of Laboratory Counsel. I graduated in May from the University of Notre Dame with a B.A. in Philosophy and I will be starting law school in the fall. I was born and raised in Santa Fe. As an undergraduate, I spent a summer working in the Subatomic Physics Group (P-25). I have been very involved in organizations like this in the past, and my goal is to provide more opportunities for students to interact, not only with one another, but also encourage networking opportunities with LANL employees who can share their experiences, inspire

students, and guide each of us in our career paths. I'm looking forward to a great summer!

Mat Brener

I am a Post-Baccalaureate (soon to be GRA) student in N-2, a great group that I started with two years ago. I graduated as a physics major from Reed College in May of 2003, and I will be attending the University of Michigan in the fall as a graduate student in their Nuclear Engineering department. I have had little contact with the SA until recently, when I became involved with the N-Division's educational initiative program. I have been tasked to serve as a liaison between the SA and the N Division Office, for close contact between the division office and the SA will benefit the division, the SA, and most importantly, the students. Due to the short duration of my term, my goals as Vice-Chair are modest, however my intention is to strengthen the connection between the N Division and the SA, and to establish a similar connection (through students) to the other divisions of the lab. I believe very strongly that these connections will be able to provide SA with the resources it needs to continue and improve upon its mission to make the student experience at the lab enjoyable and fulfilling. Mat also stated at the meeting that he would like to focus on long term goals (i.e. getting more money through other sources).

Open Discussion
Nathan Hjelm informed group that for the passed two summers dances have taken place in Los Alamos. Last year the space was at the Golf Course which was very out of the way for students without a car. Nathan came to SA to inform the officers about the event and to ask for funds for the space. Senior Center would be ideal for the dances but would cost about $800.00 for the whole summer. In order for a deposit not to be applied the Senior Center needs the lab to back the event but their could be a liability issue tied to this. Nathan is going to do more research on the actual cost of the location and report back to SA.
