SA Open Meeting Notes – September 18, 2003

Otowi Side Room C 10:00-11:00

SA Officers Present:

Shauna Kackley (Chair)

Omar Wooten (Vice Chair)

Leah Sandoval (Treasurer) 

Liz Ramirez (Secretary)

Kim McCormick (Webmaster) 

September 18, 2003

Agenda

Introduction of Officers………………………………
Shauna Kackley

Information



Bylaw Update…………………………………
Shauna Kackley


Outreach Campaign…………………………
Omar Wooten


GRA Events/Lunches…………………………
Omar Wooten


Breakfasts………………………………………
Leah Sandoval


Forum……………………………………………
Kim McCormick


Newsletter………………………………………
Liz Ramirez

Student List Serve Update……………………………

                                         ……………………………
Liz Ramirez

Omar Wooten

Plan for the Year………………………………………
Shauna Kackley

Student Evaluation……………………………………

                              ……………………………………
Leah Sandoval

Liz Ramirez

Open Discussion


Bylaw Update

Shauna informed the students present at the meeting that each year the Bylaws have to be reviewed by the new officers and that the officers are currently in the process of reviewing them and making any final corrections.

Outreach Campaign

Omar informed the students that SA is implementing an Outreach Campaign that will involve the SA officers going to various/random TA’s just to have an informal visit with students. The point of this will be to increase SA’s visibility with students and see if internships are going well. Another project that will take place in the outreach campaign will be to have a SA information table in high traffic places of the lab. The final idea that SA communicated with the students at the meeting is each division has a student liaison and SA is going to talk to these division liaisons to set up division wide meetings to make it more personable and inviting for student to participate in SA’s activities. 

GRA Events/Lunch

Omar will chair GRA activities and update the group frequently. The GRA Brown Bag lunches are still going on biweekly. The intent of these lunches is to attract GRA’s to more SA activities. Omar is also developing a GRA webpage and list serv that will be available for any GRA to use to contact other students at the lab. Omar would welcome ideas on how to improve the webpage. 

Breakfasts

Starting in October the student breakfasts that are held only in the summer time will continue to go year round. The year round breakfasts will be held monthly by different divisions around the lab. Leah has planned the first breakfast which will take place October 22 at 8:00, at the Wellness Center. All students are welcome but must RSVP because of the limited seating. More information will be sent out closer to the date of the event.

Forum

The SA website contains an SA forum for students to communicate with other students around the lab. Kim gave a brief overview of the changes that are happening with the forum. The additions that have been made are fields for “for sale items” and “volunteer opportunities.” Any suggestions or input is welcome please send information to Kim at kjm@t7.lanl.gov. 

Newsletter/Student List Serv Update 

Students News, Student Views is currently being sent out once a month and will be sent out biweekly in the summer. Students that attended the meeting were asked if they have received SN,SV and if not students were encouraged to write down email address so the can get vital student information. 

Plan for the Year

SA has developed a SA calendar that will be available year round with SA activities on it. In the past the calendar was only handed out in the summer. Omar is going to have B Friday activities (i.e. bowling) the activity would provide students something to do on their Friday’s off. SA is going to have a Holiday Party for the year round students. The party will be round robin still which means a dish (salads, main, drinks) in different rooms so students have to mingle. Students will also be encouraged to bring a dish to share with fellow students. 

Student Evaluation

The Education Program Office is conducting an evaluation of Student Programs. Students and mentors are providing  feedback on the improvements that have been made with student programs. All students are welcome to participate in the evaluation and can contact Carole Rutten at crutten@lanl.gov if they are interested. The information that is compiled from this evaluation will be available to students to review and look at the feedback that was given.

Open Discussion

· Each student introduced themselves to the group and told what interest they have so of the interests included:

1.  Jam Sessions

2.  Hikes

3.  Ski/Snowboard

4.  Carpools

5.  Fish, Camp, Boat

6.  Dance (Salsa, Swing)

7.  BBQ

8.  Movies

9.  Community/LANL Volunteering

10. Reimbursement for Education/Scholarships (Division based, Women in Science?) 

SA will elect officers to research this more to get more information on how SA can be more active in these area.

· A student has suggested a trip to Las Vegas, NV. Omar is going to look into group rates for hotel and airlines. SA is trying to have more activities that have not been done in the past so if students are interested in activities like this please contact an SA officer. 

· Omar is working to get a central office for SA so students have a place to go if they need anything. SA office will include things like an in-box for suggestions.

· Omar asked students if they could print out GRA calendar of information and post it in their work areas. 

· SA new brochures were past out to students.  

