SA Open Meeting Notes – December 4, 2003

Otowi Side Room A/B 10:00-11:00

SA Officers Present:

Omar Wooten (Vice Chair)

Leah Sandoval (Treasurer) 

Liz Ramirez (Secretary)

Kim McCormick (Webmaster) 

December 4, 2003

Agenda

1. Holiday Around the World Potluck

· December 16, 2003. 
11:00 a.m.
Canyon Complex (room TBA)

RSVP @ http://sa.lanl.gov/holiday.htm by December 9

· 

2. Subcommittees Proposed

· Student Discount Cards

· Student Breakfast

· GRA Activities

· Student Picnic

· Year Round Activities 

· SA Office Centrally Located

· Student / Admin meetings (Bill Press, Director, etc.)

3. SA Proposal to Pete Nanos regarding Lab Closure (sent on November 24)

4. Status of the SA Budget

5. Open Discussion

Holiday Around the World Potluck

Kim informed group that Shauna had made the decision to invite mentors and liaisons

SPAC and SA will be the set-up and clean-up crew

Kim will be at Canyon Complex at 8:00 and Omar at 8:15 to take students dishes.

Omar is going to contact someone in STB to see about refrigerator use for student who bring their dishes early so we have a place to store the food.

Deadline to RSVP is December 9 but the date might need to be extended.

Shauna posted party information on the LANL events calendar

Leah is going to contact the Newsbulletin to see if an article can be written about the holiday potluck and include a reminder to RSVP. Article will include information about how SA is trying to provide year round activities.

Shauna can you bring the SA camera to the party? 

Omar asked Kim is she could bring Santa hats to the party for him or anyone else would like to wear one.

Subcommittees Proposed

At SPAC meeting Shauna presented the SA Bylaws for approval.

Omar created the new subcommittees listing that SA would like to have posted on the website. Omar is going to take the list and present it to SPAC for their approval.

SA main goal for the new subcommittees is to attract more student participation. If the committees are approved the committee and contact person of who is chairing the activity will be posted online.

SA Proposal to Pete Nanos regarding Lab Closure (sent on November 24)

Omar would like to send information out to LANL-ALL  to inform student and mentors that SA spoke for the student body requesting that students get a paid holiday for January 2. 

Students who were hired after 1992 will receive the vacation grant but the committee was not sure if student would receive it on January 2. Kim is going to do research and will report back to the group.

Status of the SA Budget

As of December 4, 2003 SA has still not received a budget. Lucille has not passed along any information about the progress so information is still pending.

A question was raised that if HR has an impact on budget, but the group was not sure how. Carole can you guide the group on how to get more information about the budget? 

Open Discussion

SA thanked GRA student Teryn, for inviting us to her potluck. Teryn is the student liaison for her division and planned a get together for the students in her group; she was kind enough to invite SA.

Updated group on the SA Outreach campaign that was held on October. The event was held at Otowi, S-Site, and LANSCE cafeterias with give-a-ways and a survey. SA also gave out Chamber bucks to the winner of the drawing. In order for students to be placed in the drawing they had to participate in the SA survey.

SA Discussion

1. SA Open meetings have already been placed on the SA calendar for every other Thursday. SA officers need submit Spring 2004 schedules as soon as they are final.

2. The SA Officers would still like to hold their meeting at the Otowi side rooms or in the cafeteria.

3. BIOS-Please remember to send your bio to Kim so she can put them on the page. Carole would like this complete before the break. 

4. LUNCH-Would everyone be ok with pushing the time for our luncheon on Dec. 19 back until 1:00pm? This time better accommodates everyone's latest exam schedule, etc. 

5. INTER COMMUNICATION-Please be thinking of the best way to implement the improved communication between SA and all students.  We discussed reducing our emails to students to 2 (maybe 3) times a week with the routine announcements (meetings, etc.), from Liz, and then adding the committee lead emails for "special" announcements. 

6. INTRA COMMUNICATION-We discussed keeping everyone informed of our absences, vacations, sick leave, and emergencies so that we're all aware of what's going on, and so that we can substitute appropriately and timely.  We also talked about detailing our typical weekly schedules (starting in January) so that we know who has class and when.   Omar has agreed to be the emergency contact for our group; so if anything comes up, let Omar know and he will spread the word.  We hope this will improve and enhance our cohesion as a team.  

7. Liz asked the group if the food that is going to be provided at the SA party should be placed on the flyer of information. Group came to the decision that they do not want to guarantee any food to the students because then they might not want to bring a food themselves. 



